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Join Little Critter® as he learns why it’s important to be thankful for what he has—not to be

upset about what he doesn't. Since 1975, Mercer Mayer has been writing and illustrating

stories about Little Critter and the antics he stumbles into while growing up. Tommy Nelson is

thrilled to bring this beloved brand that humorously portrays social and emotional issues that

kids face to the Christian market with faith-based books featuring Little Critter.In Being

Thankful, Little Critter isn't getting anything he wants. Gator gets cool brand-new sneakers,

while Little Critter is stuck with his boring blue ones. Tiger’s dad has a boat—but not Little

Critter’s dad. And even at the ice cream shop, Little Critter can’t enjoy his chocolate ice cream

cone because he would rather have a huge ice cream sundae instead. But on a trip to the

farm, Grandma shows Little Critter why thankfulness is so important and helps make any

situation seem so much happier.Based on Psalm 107:1, Being Thankful will teach children

ages 3 to 6What gratitude is and why we should be thankful for all of God's blessings How our

actions and manners affect othersHow to share thankfulness with othersYour family will also

love and learn from the other Little Critter books in the Inspired Kids series:It's TrueWe All

Need ForgivenessYou Go First



Thank the Lord because he is good. His love continues forever.Psalm 107:1 Being

Thankful© 2014 by Mercer MayerAll rights reserved. No portion of this book may be

reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted inany form or by any means—

electronic, mechanical, photocopy, recording, scanning, or other—except for

brief quotations in critical reviews or articles, without the prior written permission of the

publisher.Published in Nashville, Tennessee, by Tommy Nelson. Tommy Nelson is a registered

trademark ofThomas Nelson. Little Critter, Mercer Mayer’s Little Critter and Mercer Mayer’s

Little Critter and Logo are trademarks ofOrchard House Licensing Company. All rights

reserved.Tommy Nelson titles may be purchased in bulk for educational, business, fund-

raising, or sales promotional use. For information, please e-mail

SpecialMarkets@ThomasNelson.com. Scripture quotations are taken from The

International Children’s Bible®. © 1986, 1988, 1999 byThomas Nelson All rights

reserved.Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication DataMayer, Mercer, 1943- author,

illustrator.Being thankful / by Mercer Mayer.pages cm“Little Critter.”Summary: Little Critter

learns how to be grateful for what he has, rather than alwayswishing for something better.[1.

Gratitude--Fiction. 2. Greed--Fiction. 3. Contentment--Fiction. 4. Animals--Fiction.] I.

Title.PZ7.M462Bei 2014[E]--dc232013034163 I stopped my scooter in front of the toy

store. “Wow! I wish I had a Speed Blaster ZZ scooter with silverwheels,” I said. “You

already have a scooter,” said my mom. “It’s not nearly as good as the Speed Blaster ZZ,” I

said.

On our way home, we passed the movie theater. “Boy, I wish I could go to the movies,” I

said. “But we’re going to watch a movie at home tonight,” saidmy mom. We did watch a

movie on our TV. But it wasn’t nearly as good as going to the movietheater, even if we did

have popcorn.

The next day at school, Gator was wearing brand-newAR Flyer sneakers. I wished I had

brand-new AR Flyer sneakers instead ofmy plain old blue ones. At home, when it was Little

Sister’s turn to use thecomputer, I asked when I was going to get a computer ofmy own. “But

you have a computer,” said my mom. “Sharing isn’t as good as having your own computer,”I

said.

At dinner, I said I wished we could go out to a restaurantto eat. “I like having dinner at

home,” said my dad. “Don’t you wish we had a bigger house with a pool andan elevator?” I

asked. “I like our house just the way it is,” said my mom. As we were reading before bed,

Dad stopped the storyand said, “There are a lot of people who would love to havethings like

ours. You should be thankful for what you have,instead of focusing on what you don’t have.”

On Saturday Tiger’s dad took us for a ride in his boat.“I wish we had a boat,” I said.“Going on a

boat ride is fun,” said my dad.“Not as much fun as a ride on your own boat,” I said.
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Richard and Liz, “~~ Be content and thankful for what you DO have ~~. Published by Thomas

Nelson it is obvious from the beginning (scripture reference of Psalm 107:1) that this particular

Little Critter book is based on Christian principles. Written in first person by Little Critter, the

opening page has him wishing for a scooter in the shop window rather than being thankful for

the one he already has. Little Critter continues to be ungrateful, always wishing for something

"better". Even a talk from Dad doesn't stop him.A word of caution here. If you do not like your

child reading about being nasty to a sibling this might not be the book for you. When Little

Sister bumps into Little Critter, causing him to drop his ice cream cone he says "I wish I had a

big brother instead of a dumb little sister like you." Needless to say, Little Critter's mom

reprimands him. The next day Little Critter is out at Grandma's farm. How did this trip help

change Little Critter's attitude?This book has a tremendous lesson for all of us, not just the

kids. FANTASTIC story to share with your family. Thanks, Liz”

Ryan, “Touch of Jesus. We love Critter books. When I saw this one, I knew my 4 year old

needed it for Thanksgiving. I wasn’t prepared for the touch of Jesus/God and have had to

reword those parts as we are a family of atheists. Overall, great story about being thankful for

what you have.”

stigabre, “Great little book on appreciation of what we have. I really like the Inspired Kids

collection with Little Critter. All these books offer a moral lesson for children in a way that is

easy for them to understand and refer to. The pictures as always are just beautiful. In this story,

Little Critter wishes he has things other kids have or things that he thinks are better than his.

He wants to go to the movies instead of having a movie night at home with his family. He wants

to go to a restaurant instead of eating at home. His father tells him that a lot of people would

love to have what he has and he has to be thankful for what he has. This is a good way to put

things in perspective. Well, telling is not as effective as showing, so Little Critter continues to

wish for more things. What I did not like was when Little Critter was mad at his sister for

knocking his ice cream down and Little Critter said he wished he had a big brother instead of a

dumb little sister. I did not like the use of the word "dumb", though I know some kids will

actually say this. My daughter, being the "little sister" in the family, took it to heart. I think such

words are unnecessary in books like this. Also, when his mom told him to say he's sorry, he did

not reply or apologize to his sister.Other than that, I liked the book, but I will be editing that

word from now on, though my daughter already knows it's there.Finally, Little Critter visits the

farm and sees how happy and content the animals are with the food they have. So he goes

home with a new perspective and even teaches his sister to be appreciative as well. That's

all :) Gotta love Little Critter.”

Navi, “Great for teaching moment. I purchased this book for my 6 year old daughter who



sometimes struggles with being thankful and content with what she has. She reads at a 3rd

grade reading level so she was easily able to read this on her own. She really enjoyed the book

and I’ve been able to reference the book when I see her falling back into the ungrateful mode.

It’s really served our family well. As an added bonus for me, I like that it comes from a Christian

perspective, which I teach in my home.”

Loves2Buy, “Good story, great lesson! Little Critter Books stand the test of time!. I used to

have many of the Little Critter books when I was a kid (over 30 years ago) and my son's love

for the collection proves that they have stood the test of time! This book, "Being Thankful" is

part of the Inspired Kids series, which I have just recently started buying. In short, the moral of

the story is to be grateful for and love everything that you DO have in your life and to stop

focusing on what other people have that you don't. With all of the fancy gadgets of today's

world, this can be a difficult lesson to teach a child and it helps for the lesson to be reinforced

by a book as kids don't always want to listen to what their parents say! In this story, Grandma

and Grandpa refocus the little Critters' attention on their "special rock," which helps them to

stop and think about everything they are thankful to have in their lives. Good story, great

lesson!”

GS, “Amazing Reminder to be Thankful. I love reading this book to my daughter at times when

I think she's forgetting how lucky she has it. She really gets the message and it helps remind

her to be thankful for all the good things in our life. I personally don't love how it brings up god

in one line, but it's still a great story.”

Wendy Cowie, “Yeah!. I love all the Little Critter books. I have many. I'm extremely pleased to

see they have now started writing inspirational type stories.”

niksgarci, “A Wholesome Read. Mercer Mayer books always deliver a wholesome story time

for children. The pictures are vivid and always hide little critters amongst the pages that

children love to find. I read and cherished these books as a child and now have the joy of

passing them on to my children.”

Sandy Esprit, “Good. Love it. I can use this book as a teaching tool for my toddler.”

Monique, “Great deal. Love these books for kids; always a great message!”

The book by Mercer Mayer has a rating of  5 out of 4.8. 1,500 people have provided feedback.
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